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— ooOoo — 

A  brand  nev7  little  puppy  has  come  to  live  with  us.     That  is,  he's  about  6 
weeks  old-  barely  old  enough  to  be  separated  from  his  mother.     He's  all  white-  an 
English  bull  terrier,-  and  just  about  the  prettiest  thing  in  pups  you  ever  saw. 
Junior  named  him  "Skippy",  which  was  not  very  original,  but  very  suitable,  we  think. 

We  wish  Skippy  could  stay  the  size  he  is.  but  the  people  who  gave  him  to  us 
say  he  will  grow  quite  fast,  but  that  we'll  like  him  just  the  same.     Of  course  they 
told  us  in  general  how  to  take  care  of  Skippy  and  how  to  feed  him,  but  to  be  on  the 
safe  side,  we  asked  at  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  in  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture  for  further  information. 

No  doubt  many  of  you  also  have  young  puppies  to  raise,  or  are  thinking  of 
getting  a  dog.     So  I'll  pass  on  the  main  points  from  the  scientist  who  knows  about 
dogs.     He  says  that  with  slight  differences  in  the  feeding  schedules  for  dogs  of 
larger  breeds,   as  they  grow  older,  all  puppies  are  fed  in  about  the  same  way.  And 
that's  not  unlike  the  way  a  young  child  is  fed-  a  little  at  a  time,  and  often.  And 
like  the  young  child,   a  puppy  has  to  be  very  gradually  accustomed  to  the  taste  of  the 
foods  that  are  good  for  him,   that  he  will  come  to  depend  on  later. 

Naturally  the  sole  feed  of  puppies  for  at  least  the  first  3  weeks  of  their 
lives  is  the  mother's  milk,   and  then  you  introduce  him  to  other  foods,  little  by 
little,     Puppies  are  not  separated  from  the  mother  dog  until  they  are  weaned.  So 
by  the  time  Skippy  came  to  us,  he  had  had  cow's  milk,   then  cow's  milk  combined  with 
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stale  bread,  dry  "breakfast  cereals,  and  puppy  cakes  or  puppy  meal.     Skippy  takes 
his  milk  Y^armed  to  body  temperature,  just  as  a  baby  does. 

^ihen  he  was  about  3  weeks  old  he  had  his  first  feeding  of  meat,-  just  a  tea- 
spoonful  of  finely  ground  lean  raw  hamburger,   slightly  seasoned  with  salt.  That 
was  all  he  got  the  first  time.     Then  he  had  a  little  bit  more  every  day  until  now 
he  can  have  about  two  tablespoonfuls  a  day.     Before  he  was  weaned,  Skippy  also  had 
raw  eggs  beaten  up  in  milk,  unsweetened  evaporated  milk,  and  non-greasy  broths  made 
from  meats  and  poured  over  dry  bread  or  puppy  biscuits  to  moisten  them.     He's  used 
to  all  those  foods  now. 

The  specialist  says:  "If  puppies  ha_ve  been  properly  cared  for  and  taught  to 
eat  solid  and  semi-solid  foods  before  weaning,  feeding  gives  no  great  trouble  as 
they  grow  older.     The  most  important  things  to  remember  are  to  feed  the  puppy  regu- 
larly and  often.     Give  feeds  that  will  provide  the  bone  and  body-building  material 
the  puppy  needs.     And  see  that  all  foods  are  of  good  quality  and  ample  quantity. 
Keep  the  feeding  and  drinking  utensils  scrupulously  clean." 

ITote  that  last  point.     It's  particularly  important  in  summer  time.     A  young 
dog  is  just  as  liable  as  a  baby  would  be  to  get  sick  from  food  that  has  been  placed 
in  a  sour,  dirty,  pan.     During  the  growing  period,  you  don't  let  puppies  get  their 
food  whenever  they  please.    You  give  them  the  amount  they  should  have  in  a  clean 
pan  or  bowl,  at  regular  intervals,     .after  allowing  them  about  10  minutes  to  eat  all 
they  want,  take  the  plate  away  and  wash  it.     If  you  leave  a  bit  that  is  not  finished 
in  the  hope  that  the  puppy  will  return  to  it,  the  food  may  spoil  or  get  dusty  or 
otherwise  contaminated. 

Another  point:  If  you  have  more  than  one  puppy,  give  each  one  an  individual 

feed  pan.     Then  each  dog  will  get  the  amount  he  ought  to  have,  and  the  right  kind 

of  food,  and  the  weaker  ones  won't  be  bullied  and  robbed  by  their  stronger  mates. 

It's  advisable  to  keep  puppies  a  trifle  hungry,  by  feeding  only  a  little  at  a  time 
and  often.     Many  dogs  will  overeat  if  given  an  opportunity. 
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You  may  want  to  know  how  often  to  feed  a  young  dog.     Right  after  weaning,  as 
in  Skippy's  case,   feed  five  or  six  times  daily  <  Later  you  feed  less  often  "but  increase 
the  amount  of  food  at  each  meal. 

f  As  to  how  much  to  feed;   the  schedule  of  feedings  and  the  amount  of  food  given 

at  each  meal  are  determined  "by  the  size  of  the  dog,  the  stage  of  maturity,  and  the 

kind  of  feed.     For  dogs  of  the  sma.ll  "breeds,  one  feeding  can  be  discontinued  about 

every  2-1/2  months,  until  the  dog  is  on  a  two-meal  diet  when  one  year  old.     Dogs  of 

larger  "breeds  cannot  have  their  feeding  schedules  changed  so  often.     There  nay  "be 

intervals  of  3  to  4  months  "between  changes. 

Throughout  the  growing  period  give  plenty  of  lean  meat,  milk,  eggs,  salmon 

or  other  fish,  and  meat  broths.     Give  limited  quantities  of  cereals  and  vegetables, 

especially  while  the  puppy  is  young.    Hever  give  as  much  of  them  to  a  young  dog  as 

you  would  to  an  older  animal.     Also  reduce  the  amount  of  food  in  hot  weather. 

Another  food  many  dog  owners  find  advisable  to  include  in  a  puppy's  diet  dur- 
ing cold  weather,   just  as  with  a  young  child,  is  cod-liver  oil.     Begin  with  a  few 
drops  at  the  start,  and  gradually  work  up  to  one  or  more  teaspoons  a  day.     In  the 
su r  time,  when  the  puppy  is  out  in  the  sunshine  much  of  the  day,  he  probably 
doesn't  need  cod-liver  oil,  but  if  the  dog  shows  any  tendency  to  develop  rickets, 
add  a  little  oil  to  the  feed.     Mix  it  with  the  other  food  to  simplify  feeding  it. 

And  now,  just  one  special  warning  ah  out  feeding  meat  and  fish:  Don't  feed 
young  animals  any  meat  on  the  bone.     Grind  it  or  chop  it  fine.     Bones  or  bony  splin- 
ters may  lodge  in  the  mouth,  throat,  stomach,  or  intestinal  tract,  and  are  very 
dangerous.     Most  poultry  bones  splinter,  fish  bones  are  sharp  and  dangerous,  and 
some  lamb  and  mutton  bones  lodge  badly.     Don't  feed  any  of  these  or  other  similar 
V>nes.     This  danger  from  bones  is  another  good  reason  for  not  allowing  young  dogs  to 
feed  at  large. 

You  can  get  a  number  of  other  good  suggestions  on  feeding  both  puppies  and 
older  dogs  from  a  Department  of  Agriculture  bulletin.     Just  write  to  the  department 

<md  ask  for  Yearbook  Separate  No.  171 6,  Feeding  Dogs. 


